
M A N N I C K A
T H E  D A R L E Y  A R A B I A N  -  O R I G I N S  O F  T H E  T H R O U G H B R E D



The Darley and Godolphin names are renowned 
worldwide for their proud association with His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed’s global bloodstock 
operation.  
  
Now for the first time Luttrell Productions tells the 
fascinating, centuries-old story of how stallions the 
Darley Arabian and Godolphin Arabian became the 
foundation sires of the thoroughbred.  
  
In our documentary ITV Racing presenter Luke 
Harvey unravels the 300-year-old trail blazed by 
the stallions and their progeny from the Levant to 
Yorkshire, Kentucky to New South Wales and then 
Dubai.  

M A N N I C K A -  T H E  D A R L E Y  A R A B I A N  



Part travelogue, part living history, former jockey Luke uncovers a 
mysterious and ancient parchment letter in a dusty Yorkshire library 
that takes him on a journey of discovery.  
  
Colourful and engaging Luke rides with Bedouin tribesman whose 
ancestors sold their prize colt to English nobleman Thomas Darley.  
  
Then he meets grouse moor-owning George Winn-Darley – Thomas’s 
ancestor and heir – who still retains the 6,000-acre Yorkshire family 
estate today.  
  
We will also visit Darley and Godolphin operations in Newmarket, 
Ireland, Australia and the United States.  
  
Using historical documents and expert advice, Luke discovers how the 
thoroughbred arrived in the New World. 



The first thoroughbred descendant of Darley was shipped to America in 1730 by 
Samuel Gist – a Manchester-born orphan who had arrived in Virginia as an 
indentured labourer to work on a tobacco plantation.  
  
Gist then married the plantation’s widow and inherited hundreds of slaves – some 
of whom would have cared for the stallion called Bulle Rock.  
  
The plantation still stands and descendants of the slaves – bearing the Gist 
surname – have oral histories of the place. 



Horses had not set foot in Australia until a stallion and mares were 
shipped in by the British in 1788. 
We tell the story of Phar Lap – the wonder horse whose 
achievements captured the Australian public's imagination during the 
Great Depression before dying mysteriously in California.  

Our presenter will ride with trainer Charlotte Littlefield who takes her 
racehorses into the sea to swim with dolphins.  
And Luke will also gallop a racehorse around the Birdsville outback 
racecourse – where the dustbowl town’s population swells from 100 
to 7,000 for the two-day meeting. 

 



The documentary then returns to where it began – the sands of 
Arabia and the world’s richest horse race, the Dubai World Cup.  
  
After flying falcons from horseback in the desert, Luke will watch 
the racehorses flash past the winning post while reflecting on the 
extraordinary story that has brought him here. 
  
The thoroughbred, a great gift from Arabia which has united 
different cultures across the globe.  




